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enquiry to examine the causes of the Punjab disturbances, the ad-
ministration of martial law, and to revise the sentences passed by
the Martial Law Tribunal and that, failing to secure the appoint-
ment of such a committee after carrying on a public agitation to
the extent of an appeal to the Secretary of State for India, satya-
graha should be taken up. Mr, Gandhi said that he did not fear
any outbreak of violence upon satyagraha (civil disobedience) being
started, whether on the Punjab matter or on the Rowlatt legis-
lation. His advice would be in either case to confine civil dis-
obedience to the satyagrahis for the time being of the Bombay
Presidency. There should be no hartal on any account whatsoever in
connection with the movement, not even on prominent satyagrahis
being arrested for civil disobedience. No demonstration of any
kind whatsoever should be made whilst there was the slightest danger
of violence being -committed by anybody. Such undemonstra-
tive satyagraha would be almost the purest form. To be able to
offer such satyagraha required faith on the part of satyagrahis in
the efficacy of silent suffering. Mr. Gandhi anticipated no diffi-
culty in the resumption of civil disobedience on the Rowlatt legis-
lation, and he said in answer to a question that it was possible
that satyagraha on the Punjab matter might have to be under-
taken after two weeks at the earliest, but he was not without hope
that the Viceroy would grant the request for the appointment of a
committee of inquiry. After some discussion, with the exception of
Mr, Jamnadas, all present approved of Mr. Gandhi's proposal.
Mr. Jamnadas1, whilst he liked the idea itself, could not approve of
the proposal, as he felt certain that imprisonment of Mr. Gandhi or
any prominent satyagrahi would be followed by violence.

A letter from Sannyasi Swami Shraddhanandji was read
withdrawing himself from the movement and giving the informa-
tion that the Delhi Committee was disbanded nearly a month ago.
A letter was also read from Mr. Hassan Imam who, whilst he was
prepared to abide by the decision that Mr. Gandhi might arrive
at, himself opined that, in view of the past experience, it would
be wise to drop civil disobedience.

Mr. Gandhi has written to the Private Secretary to His
Excellency.
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1 He resigned from the Satyagraha Sabha due to these differences.